
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
      

 

How did the achievements of the ancient Maya impact 
their society and beyond? 

 
EY 

• Beginning to recognise similarities and differences 
between the past and today. 

• Using photographs and stories to compare the past with 
the present day. 

• Recognise significant dates for them (birthday). 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Look at the lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and international 
achievements.  

• Compare aspects of life in different periods. 
 

Overview  
We will be learning all about the Ancient Maya 

civilisation. We’ll explore when and where they lived, 
how they built their cities in the rainforest, and what 

they believed in. We’ll also compare what was 
happening in Britain at the same time and find out 

why the Maya civilisation eventually declined. Along 
the way, we’ll learn how archaeologists and historians 

help us discover the past. 
 

Essential Knowledge 
• Sequence the key periods of the Ancient Maya 

civilisation. 
• Identify periods that were happening in Britain at 

the same time. 
• Explain how the Ancient Maya settled in the 

rainforest and the challenges they faced. 
• Describe Ancient Maya beliefs. 
• Name the features of the Ancient Maya cities. 
• Make deductions about the Ancient Maya cities. 
• Evaluate the reasons for the decline of the Maya 

civilisation. 
• Understand the importance of archaeologists, 

archivists and historians in constructing our 
understanding of the past. 

 

 
 

Links to Future Learning 
 

• To know that new and sophisticated technologies were 
advanced which allowed cities to develop. 

• To be able to compare the achievements of different 
civilisations and groups. (Greeks) 

• To be able to identify the impact of beliefs on society. 

 
What did the ancient Maya 

believe? 
 

How important was chocolate to 
the ancient Maya? 

 
What caused the decline 

of the ancient Maya 
cities? 

 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

 

  
Why did the Maya build 

pyramids and temples, and 
what were they used for? 

 

What were some of the most 
important achievements of 

the Ancient Maya? 

 

Where did the Ancient Maya 
live, and what was their 

environment like? 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                  



 
 
 
 
 


