
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
        

 

What was Important to Ancient Egyptians? 

 
 
 
 
 

EY 
• Beginning to recognise similarities and differences 

between the past and today. 
• Using photographs and stories to compare the past with 

the present day. 
• Recognise significant dates for them (birthday). 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Understanding of monarchs in Britain (William the 
Conqueror) 

• Compare aspects of life in different periods. 
• Understanding of chronology 

 

Context: What is a monarch? 

Overview  
In this topic, the children will be developing awareness 
of how historians learn about the past using mummies, 
the Book of the Dead and pyramids, children learn the 
place of the ancient Egyptians in time. Pupils learn 
about the importance of religion in the ancient 
Egyptians’ lives and consider how this is evident in 
pyramids, worship and mummification. They will learn 
how the ancient Egyptians explained the existence of 
the world using their creation story.   

 
Essential Knowledge 

• Identify the ancient civilisations and key periods in 
ancient Egypt. 
 

• Describe the physical features of Egypt. 
 

 
• Explain the Egyptian creation story. 

 
• Identify the characteristics of important gods or 

goddesses. 
 

• Explain why the pyramids were built. 
• Identify the stages and challenges of building a 

pyramid. 
 

• Explain the links between ancient Egyptian beliefs 
and mummification. 
 

• Name sources that can be used to find out about 
ancient Egyptian beliefs. 
 

• Explain some Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife. 
 

 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

 

Links to Future Learning 
LKS2 

• Identify key periods within ancient civilisations 
• Make links between different time periods 
• Beliefs of different civilisations and how they compare 
Context: How did the achievements of the Ancient Maya impact 

their society and beyond? Anglo Saxons 

 Why do you think pharaohs 
were buried with treasures 
and everyday items in their 

tombs? 

Did the ancient Egyptians live 
before or after the birth of 

Jesus?  
What was the purpose of 

the canopic jars? 

Which other civilisations 
existed at the same time as 

the ancient Egyptians? 

What does ancient 
civilisation mean? 

What is the difference 
between ‘old’ and 

‘ancient’? 
 

UKS2 
 

• Identify key periods 
• How ancient democracy worked 
• Identify the achievements of other ancient civilisations 

 

Context: What is the legacy of the ancient Greek civilisation, Saxons 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                  
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 


