
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
        

 

What can the census tell us about the 
local area? 

 
 
 
 
 

EY 
• Beginning to recognise similarities and differences 

between the past and today. 
• Using photographs and stories to compare the past with 

the present day. 
• Recognise significant dates for them (birthday). 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• Look at the lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and international 
achievements.  

• Compare aspects of life in different periods. 
 

Context: How have toys changed? How was school 
different in the past? 

Overview  
Children will be investigating the census records of 
different areas; children make inferences about the lives 
of people from the past. They explore what the census 
can show about Victorian jobs, the suffrage movement 
and the interwar period. Children identify how the 
census changes and consider the usefulness and 
limitations of census data. They will also plan and 
carry out their own enquiries about who lived in their 
local school area. 

Essential Knowledge 
• Identify the type of information the census gives 

about people. 
• Use the census to make inferences about people 

from the past.  
• Create questions about Victorian working 

conditions and the thoughts and feelings of a 
Victorian working child.  

• Identify and describe the changes between periods 
of time using the census.  

• Use other primary and secondary sources to verify 
the data in a census.  

• Use a range of sources, including the census, to 
build an understanding of a period.  

• Describe the changes in the 1921 census. 
• Plan a local history enquiry using the census 

 

 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

 

LKS2 
 

• Identifying the jobs Tudor and Victorian children had 
• What was it like in Victorian times? 
• Study of the Romans, Bronze, Iron and Stone Age 

 
Context: How have children’s lives changed?  

 Who lived in our local 
area in the past? 

What changed in the 
1921 Census? What does the census 

suggest about the jobs 
available in the 

1800s? 

Why did some women 
refuse to fill out the census 

in 1911? 

What is a census? 

What can we learn about the 
Victorians from this document? 

KS3 
• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 
trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 
structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                  
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 


