
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Would you Like to Live in the Desert? 
EY 

• Listen and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, 
comments and actions 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments.  

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural 
world around them, including the seasons and changing states of 
matter. 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
• Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas 

• Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season 
and weather 

KS2 

• Human and physical geography (UK, Africa (Egypt), Climate 
Change) 

• Location of countries continents, oceans, equator, rivers, 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, land use patterns (Egypt) 

KS2 
• Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding 

beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, North and South America.  

• This will include the location and characteristics of a range of 
the world’s most significant human and physical features. 

• They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place 
knowledge.  

Objectives 
Overview 

Recapping biomes with focus on hot desert biomes and their various 
characteristics, children map the largest global deserts. The Mojave Desert is 
used as a case study to support the children in learning about the physical 

features of a desert. Children also consider how humans use deserts and the 
environmental threats that can occur in this landscape. 

Essential Knowledge 
 

Identify the lines of latitude where hot desert biomes are located. 

Describe the characteristics of a hot desert biome. 

Locate the largest deserts in each continent. 

Describe ways the Mojave Desert is used. 

Name and describe the physical features found in a desert. 

Identify how humans use the desert. 

Explain how human activity may contribute to the changing climate and 

landscape of a desert. 

Recognise that the Mojave Desert has a different time zone to the UK. 

Describe some of the threats to deserts. 

Give the benefits and drawbacks of living in a desert environment. 

Identify characteristics of two contrasting biomes and compare land use. 

Discussing if a desert environment is hospitable and why. 

 
 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

Links to Future Learning 
• Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the 

world’s major countries and their physical and human 
features. They should understand how geographical processes 
interact to create distinctive human and physical landscapes 
that change over time.  

• Pupils should become aware of increasingly complex 
geographical systems in the world around them. They should 
develop greater competence in using geographical knowledge, 
approaches and concepts [such as models and theories and 
geographical skills in analysing and interpreting different 
data sources.  

What is a hot desert 
biome? 

Where are deserts 
located? 

What physical features 
are found in a desert? How can people use 

deserts? 

What are the threats to 
deserts? 

Would you like to live in 
the desert? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


