
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
       

 
 
 
 
 
        

 

 

     
     

    
    

     

 How have children’s lives changed? 

 
 
 
 
 

EY 

• Making sense of their own life story and family’s history 
• Comment on images of familiar situations from the past 
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the 

past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class.  

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  

 

Activate Prior Knowledge 

KS1 
 

• To begin to understand that power is exercised in different ways 
in different culture, times and groups e.g. monarchy. 

 

• To begin to identify achievements and inventions that still 
influence their own lives  

• To be aware of the achievements of significant individuals  
• Identifying similarities and difference between ways of life at 

different times. Identifying simple reasons for changes. 
• To know that changes may come about because of improvements 

in technology 
• To know that there are explanations for similarities and 

differences between children’s lives now and in the past. 
• To know the impact of a historical event on society. 

 
 
 
  
 

Why did Tudor children work 
and what was it like? 

Links to Future Learning 
KS2 

• To understand that societal hierarchies and structures existed 
including aristocracy and peasantry 

• To understand that society was organised in different ways in 
different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with 
different roles and lifestyles. 

• Making links between events and changes within and across different 
time periods / societies. 

• Describing the links between main events, similarities and changes 
within and across different periods/studied. 

• Comparing significant people and events across different time periods.  
• Explain the significance of events, people and developments. 

Hook 
into a 
Book 

 

How and why has children’s 
leisure time changed? 

What jobs did children 
have in Victorian England 
and what were they like? 

How did Lord Shaftesbury 
help to change the lives of 

children?  
What were the diseases 
children caught and how 

were they treated? 

Overview  
The children will investigate the changes in children’s 

lives through time, children learn how spare time, 
children’s health and work have changed. They will 
explore the most crucial change - work - in more 

detail, learning about a day in the life of a working 
child before learning about the significance of Lord 
Shaftesbury and his impact on schools and working 

conditions. 
Essential Knowledge 

Suggest how children’s lives have changed 
 

Explain why children needed to work 
 

Identify the kinds of jobs Tudor and Victorian 
children had, making observations and inferences 

about them. 

Identify how Lord Shaftesbury changed the lives of 
children and evaluate the impact of his work. 

Use sources to identify leisure activities and compare 
them over time. 

• Identify diseases from the past and discuss how effective 
the treatments were. 

Make observations and deductions from sources. 

 

What do sources tell us 
about how children’s lives 

have changed? 



                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
  

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Childhood 
Chronological order 
Apprentice 
Master 
Secondary source 
Domestic servant 
Factory Acts 
Ragged schools 
Continuity 
Inference 
Chaffing wheat 
Oath 
Trapper 
Textile mills 
Working conditions 
Parliament 
Poverty 
Change 
Observation 
Hot seat 
Primary source 
Hurrier/hurrying 
Bird scarer 
Historically significant 
Government 
Bill 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


