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SEND Information report


Investing in the uniqueness of each individual.
 “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”
Psalms 139 v 14



The following report is based on the requirements set out in schedule 1 of the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Regulations 2014 and paragraphs 6.79-6.81 of the SEND Code of Practice The Children and Families Act (2014) reformed legislation relating to children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The SEND Code of Practice is statutory guidance for organisations that work with and support children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the pupils in their class(es), including where pupils access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.
Our Vision and Commitment
At St Mary’s CE Primary School, we are committed to providing an inclusive education that enables all pupils, including those with SEND needs, to achieve their full potential, to be healthy, safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well-being. Inclusion is central to our vision and is rooted in our Christian ethos, which values the uniqueness of each individual.  SEND pupils are taught alongside their peers, fostering a sense of belonging and equality. Our vision of investing in the uniqueness of each individual is lived out – staff are dedicated to understanding pupil’s unique needs and identifying the most effective ways to support them both inside and beyond the classroom. Progress is a fundamental aspect of every lesson. Therefore, robust quality assurance measures are in place to ensure this is consistently achieved. Our approach focuses on both academic achievement and holistic development, ensuring that every child is supported to thrive intellectually, emotionally, socially, and spiritually.
Identification
We have a clear and proactive approach to identifying and responding to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), recognising that early identification and effective provision are key to improving long-term outcomes for our pupils. Provision for pupils with special educational needs is a shared responsibility across the whole school. The Academy Council, Headteacher, SENDCO, class teachers, teaching assistants, and all other staff play vital roles in ensuring inclusive and effective support. Every member of the team contributes to the day-to-day implementation of SEND provision, working collaboratively to meet the diverse needs of our pupils.
Types of SEND 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice (2014) identifies four broad areas of need: communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social, emotional and mental health and sensory/physical needs.  The aim of identification is to determine the actions the school should take, rather than to place a pupil into a fixed category. Many children and young people have needs that span multiple areas, and these needs may evolve over time.
Communication and Interaction Needs
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) experience challenges in interacting and expressing themselves. This may involve difficulty in articulating what they want to say, understanding what others are saying, or applying the social rules of communication effectively. They may experience some or all of these challenges and their needs will change over time.
Children and young people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), including Asperger’s Syndrome, often experience challenges with social interaction. They may also have difficulties with language, communication, and imaginative thinking, which can affect how they relate to others. At St Mary’s we support these pupils through tailored strategies such as structured routines, clear visual aids, social skills programmes, and personalised learning plans. Staff receive ongoing training to understand individual needs and work closely with families and external specialists to ensure consistent and effective support.
Cognition and Learning Needs
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people progress at a slower pace than their peers, even when lessons are appropriately differentiated. Learning difficulties encompass a broad spectrum of needs, including Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) where pupils may need targeted support in specific areas of the curriculum and Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD): these affect one or more aspects of learning and include conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, and dyspraxia. 
At St Mary’s pupils may be supported by one or more of the following approaches: 
· Differentiated Teaching: Breaking tasks into smaller steps, using visual aids, and providing clear, simple instructions. 
· Multi-Sensory Approaches: Incorporating visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic learning activities to reinforce understanding. 
· Assistive Technology: Using tools such as text-to-speech software, word processors, and interactive learning apps. 
· Targeted Interventions: Implementing structured programmes for literacy, numeracy, and motor skills development. 
· Regular Assessment and Feedback: Monitoring progress closely and adapting strategies as needed. 
· Collaboration with Specialists: Working with speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, and educational psychologists. 
· Supportive Environment: Providing quiet spaces, making use of our wonderful outdoor area, reducing distractions, and ensuring accessible resources. 
· Parental Engagement: Sharing strategies with families to reinforce learning at home.
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs.
Children and young people with Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (SEMH) needs may struggle to manage their emotions, form positive relationships, or cope with everyday challenges. These difficulties can affect their ability to learn and participate fully in school life.
These needs may manifest as difficulties with emotional regulation: frequent mood swings, anxiety, or low self-esteem. Social Interaction: difficulty making or maintaining friendships, withdrawal from peers, or conflict with others. Mental Health Challenges: conditions such as depression, anxiety disorders, or trauma-related responses. Behavioural issues: persistent disruptive behaviour, aggression, or refusal to engage in learning. Coping Skills: difficulty handling stress, frustration, or changes in routine.
At St. Mary’s children may be supported by one or more of the following strategies: 
· Working with our Mental health lead.
· Structured routines: providing clear, predictable schedules to reduce anxiety and help pupils understand what to expect.
· Visual supports: Using visual timetables, symbols, and prompts to aid understanding and communication.
· Social skills development: Implementing targeted interventions such as social stories or role-play to teach appropriate social behaviours.
· Clear, concise instructions: Breaking down tasks into manageable steps and using simple language.
· Sensory considerations: Creating a calm environment and offering sensory breaks when needed.
· Collaborative planning: Working closely with parents, carers, and external specialists.

Sensory and Physical needs
These include visual or hearing impairments, physical disabilities, or sensory processing difficulties. Pupils may require adaptations to access learning and participate fully in school life.
At St. Mary’s children may be supported by one or more of the following strategies: 
· Accessible learning environment: Adjusting classroom layout, providing ramps, and ensuring resources are within reach.
· Assistive technology and modified materials: Using hearing aids, magnifiers, adapted keyboards, large print, or tactile resources for visually impaired pupils.
· Sensory-friendly spaces: use of quiet areas and outside areas for pupils who need regulation breaks.
· Physical support: Physiotherapy programmes, adapted PE activities, and specialist equipment.
· Staff training: Ensuring staff understand individual needs and how to implement reasonable adjustments.
· Working collaboratively with families, carers and external agencies.

Identification and Assessment
By following the approach outlined in the Department for Education’s SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years, children who may have special educational needs are identified through consistent tracking and regular termly meetings between relevant staff members. These meetings focus on provision for all pupils and help to highlight those who may require additional support. A child may be flagged for further assessment if they are making less than expected progress, which may be characterised by:
· Progress significantly slower than that of peers starting from the same baseline.
· Failure to match or exceed their previous rate of progress.
· Inability to close the attainment gap between themselves and their peers.
· A widening of the attainment gap over time.
At St Mary’s, we recognise that progress extends beyond academic attainment. We also consider development in areas such as social integration and emotional readiness—particularly where additional support is needed to help a child fully engage in school life or prepare for a successful transition to secondary education.
We understand that behaviour is often a form of communication. Challenging behaviours may indicate that a child’s underlying needs are not being met effectively. Our approach is rooted in empathy and early intervention, ensuring that each child receives the support they need to thrive both socially and emotionally.
Teaching and Learning Approach
At St Mary’s Church of England School, our staff are highly experienced in supporting pupils across a broad spectrum of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We provide targeted small group and one-to-one intervention programmes designed to help pupils make academic progress. Alongside this, we offer emotional and behavioural support sessions that promote social skills, anger management, self-esteem, and emotional understanding.
We take a proactive approach to professional development, with SEND training forming a core part of the continuing professional development for all teachers and teaching assistants. Training is ongoing and tailored to meet the evolving needs of our pupils and is  to ensure staff are well-prepared to support new students. This may include input from specialist agencies, external consultants, our SENDCo, or other staff with relevant expertise.
Our inclusive teaching strategies ensure that pupils with SEND:
· Access a broad and balanced curriculum.
· Receive differentiated instruction and targeted support.
· Benefit from individualised learning plans (One Plan) where appropriate.
· Are taught in environments that promote emotional and social development, including nurture groups and pastoral support.
All pupils, including those with SEND needs fully participate in the wider curriculum and opportunities offered to such as swimming, school trips, school performances and residentials.
Working with External Agencies
We collaborate with a range of external professionals to enhance our provision, including: 
· Educational Psychologists
· Speech and Language Therapists
· Occupational Therapists
· CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)
· Specialist SEND advisory services.
These partnerships help us to develop tailored strategies and access additional resources for pupils with complex needs.

	Local Authorities Specialist Stockton SEN Team 
	01642 572145

	CAMHS 
	CAMHS 0300 013 2000

	Daisy Chain 
	Daisy Chain Info@daisychainproject.co.uk

	Speech & Language Therapy.
	Speech & Language Therapy Dept North Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust.

	Contact a family
	northeast.office@contact.org.uk



Supporting Transitions
We ensure smooth transitions for pupils with SEND:
· Into school: Through early liaison with nurseries and families.
· Between year groups: Via transition meetings and shared planning.
· To secondary school: Through enhanced transition programmes, visits, and information sharing with receiving schools.
Monitoring Progress and Development
To help us to support not only academic achievement but also emotional and social development, ensuring pupils feel safe, valued, and confident Progress is regularly assessed through:
· Academic tracking and formative assessments.
· Reviews of individual one plans.
· Pupil voice and wellbeing surveys.
· Regular meetings with parents/carers.

Contact information
If you are concerned that your child might have a particular difficulty at school, in the first instance you should speak to the class teacher, contact Ms Saunderson-Darkes the SENDCo or Mr Smith, the headteacher via email or telephone 01642 581716
SENDCo  
Ms A Saunderson-Darkes
St Marys CE Primary School
The Green Longnewton 
TS21 1DL
01642 581716
adarkes@stmarysceprimary.co.uk
Head Teacher
Mr S Smith office@stmarysceprimary.co.uk
Mental Health Lead: Mrs Corcoran
The Local Offer
The Local Offer was formed due to the requirement in Children and Families Act 2014 for Local Authorities (LAs) to publish and make accessible a local offer in one place – this includes information on the provision that is available across education (special and mainstream), health and social care to support children who have SEN and/or disabilities. 
The Local Offer enables families, children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities to see clearly, from a single and regularly updated source, the services and support available in the Local Offer to children and young people. It also gives a description, contact details and how to access them. 
The Local Offer includes services from birth to 25. It describes state-funded, charitable, and private services, and includes services outside the local area (such as schools) that are used by local families. All this information is gathered and made easy to find within the Local Offer.  
The Local Offer belongs to the community. We have the Local Offer on FaceBook so parents can be directed to this site if they are seeking advice, support or to access different services. 
For further information and advice for parents/carers contact Stockton Local Offer www.stockton.gov.uk/SEND-local-offer-education

This report aligns with our SEND Policy, which is available on the school website or upon request. The policy outlines our statutory responsibilities, procedures, and commitment to inclusive education.
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